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Land is among the most 

important assets for people. 

Welcome to the Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation:



The Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation protects heirs’ 

property and promotes the sustainable use of land to 

provide increased economic benefit to low wealth family 

owners through education, legal services and forestry 

technical assistance.

The Center’s Mission

We help families protect 

and keep their family 

land...build 

generational wealth 

and...grow “working” 

landscapes.



How we work: the 3 Buckets



The LAND UTILIZATION bucket of work helps families 

transform their land into a wealth-building asset through 

forestland management by providing:

 Technical Assistance – Professional foresters

 Access to Programs and Financial Assistance to help 

pay for the work to be done on the land (USDA/NRCS)

 Forestry Workshops and other educational 

opportunities

HOW WE WORK: LAND UTILIZATION



WHERE WE WORK: 22-COUNTIES



Impact

• CHPP has cleared 301 titles to land 

with a cumulative tax-assessed value 

of over $18.3 million. 1,418 simple wills

have been drafted for free at  

community wills clinics.

• 503 families who collectively own 40k+ 

acres, have benefited from forestry 

education and services.



Forestry 

Services



Sustainable Forestry Program Beginnings

Dramatic loss in African-American farmland 

ownership dropping from its peak in 1910 of 15 

million acres to 2.4 million acres in 1997.

Remaining African-American-owned rural land is an 

important existing source of rural wealth.

African-American owned forests are not returning 

their potential value to landowners.

African-American landowners manage forests less 

intensively than other private, non-industrial 

landowners.



Pigford V. Glickman

USDA Discrimination

1999 Settlement



• $21 Billion Economic Impact on 

SC

• # 1 Harvested Crop with $500 

million in wood sold each year.

• #1 Export Commodity

• #2 Manufacturing Sector

Forestry’s Impact on SC makes it 

the Ideal Land use for Many Our 

Landowners



Source: SC Forestry Commission
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Our Service Objectives

Land Utilization

Awareness & Forestry 
Education

Referrals & 
Coordination to Forest 

Service Providers. 
Technical Assistance.



Outreach & Landowner 

Engagement



Educational Materials



Education Events



Connect to Partners



Connecting Landowners 

to Partner Agencies 

Seeking Assistance from 

the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service 

(NRCS)

Five Steps to Assistance

1. Planning

2. Application

3. Eligibility

4. Ranking

5. Implementation



Technical 

Assistance



Success Measures

Heirs’ 
Property

Forestry 
Plans

Forestry 
Practices

Markets

Forward Movement for Forest Landowners



Landowner Joe Hamilton

Green Pond, SC

2016 District Tree Farmer of 

the Year.



2021



Building Forest 

Assets for Future 

Generations

4X the growth

6X the value

Benefits of Sustainable 

Forest Management 



Considerations related to CHPP Forestry Services 

1) Free forestry services available to both heirs’ property landowners and 

landowners with clear title to property.

2) Landowners owning 10 or more acres of forested land (recognized by SC 

Forestry Commission as minimum size for working forest). Landowners 

with less acres encouraged to participate in educational events and to seek 

ways to “cluster” their land with neighbors to be more attractive to timber 

buyers and forestry contractors.

3) No income criteria. Services available to all historically underserved 

landowners.

4) Landowner’s objective is to preserve land for future generations, not 

prepare land for sale or development.

5) Ability to get or already have agreement among all landowners regarding 

the use of the land.



Regional Forester

Assignments



Unlock the potential 

of your land!



https://prezi.com/view/BZhb5wcof3qSFy0DnFXv/

Forestry Introduction

https://prezi.com/view/BZhb5wcof3qSFy0DnFXv/


Contact Us/For More Information

Charleston 
(843) 745-7055

Orangeburg
(803) 987-4481

Charleston Office 
8570 Rivers Ave.

Suite 170

North Charleston, SC 

29406

www.heirsproperty.org

Orangeburg Office 

396 St. Paul St., Suite 105

Orangeburg, SC 29115
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